
21 U.S. Code § 960
Prohibited acts A

(a) Unlawful acts
Any person who—

(1) contrary to section 825, 952, 953, or 957 of this title, knowingly or intentionally imports or exports a
controlled substance,

(2) contrary to section 955 of this title, knowingly or intentionally brings or possesses on board a vessel,
aircraft, or vehicle a controlled substance, or

(3) contrary to section 959 of this title, manufactures, possesses with intent to distribute, or distributes a
controlled substance,

shall be punished as provided in subsection (b).

(b) Penalties
(1) In the case of a violation of subsection (a) of this section involving—

(A) 1 kilogram or more of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of heroin;

(B) 5 kilograms or more of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of—

(i) coca leaves, except coca leaves and extracts of coca leaves from which cocaine, ecgonine, and
derivatives of ecgonine or their salts have been removed;

(ii) cocaine, its salts, optical and geometric isomers, and salts or isomers;

(iii) ecgonine, its derivatives, their salts, isomers, and salts of isomers; or

(iv) any compound, mixture, or preparation which contains any quantity of any of the substances referred
to in clauses (i) through (iii);

(C) 280 grams or more of a mixture or substance described in subparagraph (B) which contains cocaine base;

(D) 100 grams or more of phencyclidine (PCP) or 1 kilogram or more of a mixture or substance containing a
detectable amount of phencyclidine (PCP);

(E) 10 grams or more of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of lysergic acid diethylamide
(LSD);

(F) 400 grams or more of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of N-phenyl-N- [1- ( 2-
phenylethyl ) -4-piperidinyl] propanamide or 100 grams or more of a mixture or substance containing a
detectable amount of any analogue of N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl] propanamide;

(G) 1000 kilograms or more of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of marihuana; or

(H) 50 grams or more of methamphetamine, its salts, isomers, and salts of its isomers or 500 grams or more
of a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of methamphetamine, its salts, isomers, or salts of

its isomers.[1]

the person committing such violation shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 10 years
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and not more than life and if death or serious bodily injury results from the use of such substance shall be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 20 years and not more than life, a fine not to exceed the
greater of that authorized in accordance with the provisions of title 18 or $10,000,000 if the defendant is an
individual or $50,000,000 if the defendant is other than an individual, or both. If any person commits such a
violation after a prior conviction for a serious drug felony or serious violent felony has become final, such
person shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 15 years and not more than life
imprisonment and if death or serious bodily injury results from the use of such substance shall be sentenced to
life imprisonment, a fine not to exceed the greater of twice that authorized in accordance with the provisions of
title 18 or $20,000,000 if the defendant is an individual or $75,000,000 if the defendant is other than an
individual, or both. Notwithstanding section 3583 of title 18, any sentence under this paragraph shall, in the
absence of such a prior conviction, impose a term of supervised release of at least 5 years in addition to such
term of imprisonment and shall, if there was such a prior conviction, impose a term of supervised release of at
least 10 years in addition to such term of imprisonment. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the court
shall not place on probation or suspend the sentence of any person sentenced under this paragraph. No person
sentenced under this paragraph shall be eligible for parole during the term of imprisonment imposed therein.
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