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21 U.S. Code § 853

Criminal forfeitures

(a) Property subject to criminal forfeiture
Any person convicted of a violation of this subchapter or subchapter II punishable by imprisonment for more
than one year shall forfeit to the United States, irrespective of any provision of State law—

(1) any property constituting, or derived from, any proceeds the person obtained, directly or indirectly, as the
result of such violation;

(2) any of the person’s property used, or intended to be used, in any manner or part, to commit, or to
facilitate the commission of, such violation; and

(3) in the case of a person convicted of engaging in a continuing criminal enterprise in violation ofsection
848 of this title, the person shall forfeit, in addition to any property described in paragraph (1) or (2), any of
his interest in, claims against, and property or contractual rights affording a source of control over, the
continuing criminal enterprise.

The court, in imposing sentence on such person, shall order, in addition to any other sentence imposed
pursuant to this subchapter or subchapter II, that the person forfeit to the United States all property described
in this subsection. In lieu of a fine otherwise authorized by this part, a defendant who derives profits or other
proceeds from an offense may be fined not more than twice the gross profits or other proceeds.

(b) Meaning of term “property”
Property subject to criminal forfeiture under this section includes—
(1) real property, including things growing on, affixed to, and found in land; and

(2) tangible and intangible personal property, including rights, privileges, interests, claims, and securities.

(c) Third party transfers

All right, title, and interest in property described in subsection (a) vests in the United States upon the
commission of the act giving rise to forfeiture under this section. Any such property that is subsequently
transferred to a person other than the defendant may be the subject of a special verdict of forfeiture and
thereafter shall be ordered forfeited to the United States, unless the transferee establishes in a hearing
pursuant to subsection (n) that he is a bona fide purchaser for value of such property who at the time of
purchase was reasonably without cause to believe that the property was subject to forfeiture under this section.
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