
21 U.S. Code § 822
Persons required to register

(a) Period of registration
(1) Every person who manufactures or distributes any controlled substance or list I chemical, or who proposes
to engage in the manufacture or distribution of any controlled substance or list I chemical, shall obtain
annually a registration issued by the Attorney General in accordance with the rules and regulations
promulgated by him.

(2) Every person who dispenses, or who proposes to dispense, any controlled substance, shall obtain from the
Attorney General a registration issued in accordance with the rules and regulations promulgated by him. The
Attorney General shall, by regulation, determine the period of such registrations. In no event, however, shall
such registrations be issued for less than one year nor for more than three years.

(3)

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (C), the registration of any registrant under this subchapter to
manufacture, distribute, or dispense controlled substances or list I chemicals terminates if and when such
registrant—

(i) dies;

(ii) ceases legal existence;

(iii) discontinues business or professional practice; or

(iv) surrenders such registration.

(B) In the case of such a registrant who ceases legal existence or discontinues business or professional
practice, such registrant shall promptly notify the Attorney General in writing of such fact.

(C) No registration under this subchapter to manufacture, distribute, or dispense controlled substances or
list I chemicals, and no authority conferred thereby, may be assigned or otherwise transferred except upon
such conditions as the Attorney General may specify and then only pursuant to written consent. A registrant
to whom a registration is assigned or transferred pursuant to the preceding sentence may not manufacture,
distribute, or dispense controlled substances or list I chemicals pursuant to such registration until the
Attorney General receives such written consent.

(D) In the case of a registrant under this subchapter to manufacture, distribute, or dispense controlled
substances or list I chemicals desiring to discontinue business or professional practice altogether or with
respect to controlled substances and list I chemicals (without assigning or transferring such business or
professional practice to another entity), such registrant shall return to the Attorney General for cancellation
—

(i) the registrant’s certificate of registration;

(ii) any unexecuted order forms in the registrant’s possession; and

(iii) any other documentation that the Attorney General may require.
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