
21 U.S. Code § 802
Definitions

As used in this subchapter:

(1) The term “addict” means any individual who habitually uses any narcotic drug so as to endanger the public
morals, health, safety, or welfare, or who is so far addicted to the use of narcotic drugs as to have lost the power
of self-control with reference to his addiction.

(2) The term “administer” refers to the direct application of a controlled substance to the body of a patient or
research subject by—

(A) a practitioner (or, in his presence, by his authorized agent), or

(B) the patient or research subject at the direction and in the presence of the practitioner,

whether such application be by injection, inhalation, ingestion, or any other means.

(3) The term “agent” means an authorized person who acts on behalf of or at the direction of a manufacturer,
distributor, or dispenser; except that such term does not include a common or contract carrier, public
warehouseman, or employee of the carrier or warehouseman, when acting in the usual and lawful course of the
carrier’s or warehouseman’s business.

(4) The term “Drug Enforcement Administration” means the Drug Enforcement Administration in the
Department of Justice.

(5) The term “control” means to add a drug or other substance, or immediate precursor, to a schedule under part
B of this subchapter, whether by transfer from another schedule or otherwise.

(6) The term “controlled substance” means a drug or other substance, or immediate precursor, included in
schedule I, II, III, IV, or V of part B of this subchapter. The term does not include distilled spirits, wine, malt
beverages, or tobacco, as those terms are defined or used in subtitle E of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

(7) The term “counterfeit substance” means a controlled substance which, or the container or labeling of which,
without authorization, bears the trademark, trade name, or other identifying mark, imprint, number, or device,
or any likeness thereof, of a manufacturer, distributor, or dispenser other than the person or persons who in fact
manufactured, distributed, or dispensed such substance and which thereby falsely purports or is represented to
be the product of, or to have been distributed by, such other manufacturer, distributor, or dispenser.

(8) The terms “deliver” or “delivery” mean the actual, constructive, or attempted transfer of a controlled
substance or a listed chemical, whether or not there exists an agency relationship.

(9) The term “depressant or stimulant substance” means—

(A) a drug which contains any quantity of barbituric acid or any of the salts of barbituric acid; or

(B) a drug which contains any quantity of (i) amphetamine or any of its optical isomers; (ii) any salt of
amphetamine or any salt of an optical isomer of amphetamine; or (iii) any substance which the Attorney
General, after investigation, has found to be, and by regulation designated as, habit forming because of its
stimulant effect on the central nervous system; or
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(C) lysergic acid diethylamide; or

(D) any drug which contains any quantity of a substance which the Attorney General, after investigation, has
found to have, and by regulation designated as having, a potential for abuse because of its depressant or
stimulant effect on the central nervous system or its hallucinogenic effect.

(10) The term “dispense” means to deliver a controlled substance to an ultimate user or research subject by, or
pursuant to the lawful order of, a practitioner, including the prescribing and administering of a controlled
substance and the packaging, labeling or compounding necessary to prepare the substance for such delivery. The
term “dispenser” means a practitioner who so delivers a controlled substance to an ultimate user or research
subject.

(11) The term “distribute” means to deliver (other than by administering or dispensing) a controlled substance or
a listed chemical. The term “distributor” means a person who so delivers a controlled substance or a listed
chemical.

(12) The term “drug” has the meaning given that term by section 321(g)(1) of this title.

(13) The term “felony” means any Federal or State offense classified by applicable Federal or State law as a
felony.

(14) The term “isomer” means the optical isomer, except as used in schedule I(c) and schedule II(a)(4). As used
in schedule I(c), the term “isomer” means any optical, positional, or geometric isomer. As used in schedule II(a)
(4), the term “isomer” means any optical or geometric isomer.

(15) The term “manufacture” means the production, preparation, propagation, compounding, or processing of a
drug or other substance, either directly or indirectly or by extraction from substances of natural origin, or
independently by means of chemical synthesis or by a combination of extraction and chemical synthesis, and
includes any packaging or repackaging of such substance or labeling or relabeling of its container; except that
such term does not include the preparation, compounding, packaging, or labeling of a drug or other substance in
conformity with applicable State or local law by a practitioner as an incident to his administration or dispensing
of such drug or substance in the course of his professional practice. The term “manufacturer” means a person
who manufactures a drug or other substance.

(16)

(A) Subject to subparagraph (B), the terms “marihuana” and “marijuana” mean all parts of the plant Cannabis
sativa L., whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin extracted from any part of such plant; and every
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of such plant, its seeds or resin.

(B) The terms “marihuana” and “marijuana” do not include—

(i) hemp, as defined in section 1639o of title 7; or

(ii) the mature stalks of such plant, fiber produced from such stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of such
plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of such mature stalks
(except the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of such plant which is
incapable of germination.

(17) The term “narcotic drug” means any of the following whether produced directly or indirectly by extraction
from substances of vegetable origin, or independently by means of chemical synthesis, or by a combination of
extraction and chemical synthesis:

(A) Opium, opiates, derivatives of opium and opiates, including their isomers, esters, ethers, salts, and salts of
isomers, esters, and ethers, whenever the existence of such isomers, esters, ethers, and salts is possible within
the specific chemical designation. Such term does not include the isoquinoline alkaloids of opium.

(B) Poppy straw and concentrate of poppy straw.
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(C) Coca leaves, except coca leaves and extracts of coca leaves from which cocaine, ecgonine, and derivatives of
ecgonine or their salts have been removed.

(D) Cocaine, its salts, optical and geometric isomers, and salts of isomers.

(E) Ecgonine, its derivatives, their salts, isomers, and salts of isomers.

(F) Any compound, mixture, or preparation which contains any quantity of any of the substances referred to in
subparagraphs (A) through (E).

(18) The term “opiate” or “opioid” means any drug or other substance having an addiction-forming or
addiction-sustaining liability similar to morphine or being capable of conversion into a drug having such
addiction-forming or addiction-sustaining liability.

(19) The term “opium poppy” means the plant of the species Papaver somniferum L., except the seed thereof.

(20) The term “poppy straw” means all parts, except the seeds, of the opium poppy, after mowing.

(21) The term “practitioner” means a physician, dentist, veterinarian, scientific investigator, pharmacy,
hospital, or other person licensed, registered, or otherwise permitted, by the United States or the jurisdiction in
which he practices or does research, to distribute, dispense, conduct research with respect to, administer, or use
in teaching or chemical analysis, a controlled substance in the course of professional practice or research.

(22) The term “production” includes the manufacture, planting, cultivation, growing, or harvesting of a
controlled substance.

(23) The term “immediate precursor” means a substance—

(A) which the Attorney General has found to be and by regulation designated as being the principal compound
used, or produced primarily for use, in the manufacture of a controlled substance;

(B) which is an immediate chemical intermediary used or likely to be used in the manufacture of such
controlled substance; and

(C) the control of which is necessary to prevent, curtail, or limit the manufacture of such controlled substance.

This document is only available to subscribers. Please log in or purchase access.This document is only available to subscribers. Please log in or purchase access.

Purchase Login

Copyright © 2024 by Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics (SCCE) & Health Care Compliance Association (HCCA). No claim to original US
Government works. All rights reserved. Usage is governed under this website’s .

- 3 -

Terms of Use

https://corporatecompliance.org/CCEM
https://compliancecosmos.org/user/login
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use

	21 U.S. Code § 802
	Definitions
	This document is only available to subscribers. Please log in or purchase access.



