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21 U.S. Code § 454

Federal and State cooperation in development and administration
of State poultry product inspection programs

(a) state laws; planning, technical and financial assistance; advisory
committees

It is the policy of the Congress to protect the consuming public from poultry products that are adulterated or
misbranded and to assist in efforts by State and other government agencies to accomplish this objective. In
furtherance of this policy—

(1) The Secretary is authorized, whenever he determines that it would effectuate the purposes of this chapter,
to cooperate with the appropriate State agency in developing and administering a State poultry product
inspection program in any State which has enacted a mandatory State poultry product inspection law that
imposes ante mortem and post mortem inspection, reinspection and sanitation requirements that are at
least equal to those under this chapter, with respect to all or certain classes of persons engaged in the State in
slaughtering poultry or processing poultry products for use as human food solely for distribution within such
State.

(2) The Secretary is further authorized, whenever he determines that it would effectuate the purposes of this
chapter, to cooperate with appropriate State agencies in developing and administering State programs under
State laws containing authorities at least equal to those provided in section 460 of this title; and to cooperate
with other agencies of the United States in carrying out any provisions of this chapter. In carrying out the
provisions of this chapter, the Secretary may conduct such examinations, investigations, and inspections as
he determines practicable through any officer or employee of any State or Territory or the District of
Columbia commissioned by the Secretary for such purpose.

(3) Cooperation with State agencies under this section may include furnishing to the appropriate State
agency (i) advisory assistance in planning and otherwise developing an adequate State program under the
State law; and (ii) technical and laboratory assistance and training (including necessary curricular and
instructional materials and equipment), and financial and other aid for administration of such a program.
The amount to be contributed to any State by the Secretary under this section from Federal funds for any year
shall not exceed 50 per centum of the estimated total cost of the cooperative program; and the Federal funds
shall be allocated among the States desiring to cooperate on an equitable basis. Such cooperation and
payment shall be contingent at all times upon the administration of the State program in a manner which the
Secretary, in consultation with the appropriate advisory committee appointed under subparagraph (4),
deems adequate to effectuate the purposes of this section.
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