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21 U.S. Code § 350c

Maintenance and inspection of records

(a) Records inspection
(1) Adulterated food

If the Secretary has a reasonable belief that an article of food, and any other article of food that the
Secretary reasonably believes is likely to be affected in a similar manner, is adulterated and presents a
threat of serious adverse health consequences or death to humans or animals, each person (excluding
farms and restaurants) who manufactures, processes, packs, distributes, receives, holds, or imports such
article shall, at the request of an officer or employee duly designated by the Secretary, permit such officer
or employee, upon presentation of appropriate credentials and a written notice to such person, at
reasonable times and within reasonable limits and in a reasonable manner, to have access to and copy all
records relating to such article, and to any other article of food that the Secretary reasonably believes is
likely to be affected in a similar manner, that are needed to assist the Secretary in determining whether the
food is adulterated and presents a threat of serious adverse health consequences or death to humans or
animals.
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