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21 U.S. Code § 136a

Collection of fees for inspection services

(a) Quarantine and inspection fees

(1) Fees authorized
The Secretary of Agriculture may prescribe and collect fees sufficient—

(A) to cover the cost of providing agricultural quarantine and inspection services in connection with the
arrival at a port in the customs territory of the United States, or the preclearance or preinspection at a site
outside the customs territory of the United States, of an international passenger, commercial vessel,
commercial aircraft, commercial truck, or railroad car;

(B) to cover the cost of administering this subsection; and

(C) through fiscal year 2002, to maintain a reasonable balance in the Agricultural Quarantine Inspection
User Fee Account established under paragraph (5).

(2) Limitation

In setting the fees under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that the amount of the fees is
commensurate with the costs of agricultural quarantine and inspection services with respect to the class of
persons or entities paying the fees. The costs of the services with respect to passengers as a class includes
the costs of related inspections of the aircraft or other vehicle.

(3) Status of fees

Fees collected under this subsection by any person on behalf of the Secretary are held in trust for the United
States and shall be remitted to the Secretary in such manner and at such times as the Secretary may
prescribe.

(4) Late payment penalties

If a person subject to a fee under this subsection fails to pay the fee when due, the Secretary shall assess a
late payment penalty, and the overdue fees shall accrue interest, as required by section 3717 of title 31

(5) Agricultural Quarantine Inspection User Fee Account
(A) Establishment

There is established in the Treasury of the United States a fund, to be known as the “Agricultural
Quarantine Inspection User Fee Account”, which shall contain all of the fees collected under this
subsection and late payment penalties and interest charges collected under paragraph (4) through fiscal
year 2002.

(B) Use of account

For each of fiscal years 1996 through 2002, funds in the Agricultural Quarantine Inspection User Fee
Account shall be available, in such amounts as are provided in advance in appropriations Acts, to cover
the costs associated with the provision of agricultural quarantine and inspection services and the
administration of this subsection. Amounts made available under this subparagraph shall be available
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until expended.
(C) Excess fees

Fees and other amounts collected under this subsection in any of fiscal years 1996 through 2002 in
excess of $100,000,000 shall be available for the purposes specified in subparagraph (B) until expended,
without further appropriation.
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