
18 U.S. Code § 923
Licensing

(a) No person shall engage in the business of importing, manufacturing, or dealing in firearms, or importing or
manufacturing ammunition, until he has filed an application with and received a license to do so from the
Attorney General. The application shall be in such form and contain only that information necessary to determine
eligibility for licensing as the Attorney General shall by regulation prescribe and shall include a photograph and
fingerprints of the applicant. Each applicant shall pay a fee for obtaining such a license, a separate fee being
required for each place in which the applicant is to do business, as follows:

(1) If the applicant is a manufacturer—

(A) of destructive devices, ammunition for destructive devices or armor piercing ammunition, a fee of $1,000
per year;

(B) of firearms other than destructive devices, a fee of $50 per year; or

(C) of ammunition for firearms, other than ammunition for destructive devices or armor piercing ammunition,
a fee of $10 per year.

(2) If the applicant is an importer—

(A) of destructive devices, ammunition for destructive devices or armor piercing ammunition, a fee of $1,000
per year; or

(B) of firearms other than destructive devices or ammunition for firearms other than destructive devices, or
ammunition other than armor piercing ammunition, a fee of $50 per year.

(3) If the applicant is a dealer—

(A) in destructive devices or ammunition for destructive devices, a fee of $1,000 per year; or

(B) who is not a dealer in destructive devices, a fee of $200 for 3 years, except that the fee for renewal of a valid
license shall be $90 for 3 years.

(b) Any person desiring to be licensed as a collector shall file an application for such license with the Attorney
General. The application shall be in such form and contain only that information necessary to determine
eligibility as the Attorney General shall by regulation prescribe. The fee for such license shall be $10 per year. Any
license granted under this subsection shall only apply to transactions in curios and relics.

(c) Upon the filing of a proper application and payment of the prescribed fee, the Attorney General shall issue to
a qualified applicant the appropriate license which, subject to the provisions of this chapter and other applicable
provisions of law, shall entitle the licensee to transport, ship, and receive firearms and ammunition covered by
such license in interstate or foreign commerce during the period stated in the license. Nothing in this chapter
shall be construed to prohibit a licensed manufacturer, importer, or dealer from maintaining and disposing of a
personal collection of firearms, subject only to such restrictions as apply in this chapter to dispositions by a
person other than a licensed manufacturer, importer, or dealer. If any firearm is so disposed of by a licensee
within one year after its transfer from his business inventory into such licensee’s personal collection or if such
disposition or any other acquisition is made for the purpose of willfully evading the restrictions placed upon
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licensees by this chapter, then such firearm shall be deemed part of such licensee’s business inventory, except
that any licensed manufacturer, importer, or dealer who has maintained a firearm as part of a personal collection
for one year and who sells or otherwise disposes of such firearm shall record the description of the firearm in a
bound volume, containing the name and place of residence and date of birth of the transferee if the transferee is
an individual, or the identity and principal and local places of business of the transferee if the transferee is a
corporation or other business entity: Provided, That no other recordkeeping shall be required.
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