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18 U.S. Code § 546

Smuggling goods into foreign countries

Any person owning in whole or in part any vessel of the United States who employs, or participates in, or allows
the employment of, such vessel for the purpose of smuggling, or attempting to smuggle, or assisting in
smuggling, any merchandise into the territory of any foreign government in violation of the laws there in force, if
under the laws of such foreign government any penalty or forfeiture is provided for violation of the laws of the
United States respecting the customs revenue, and any citizen of, or person domiciled in, or any corporation
incorporated in, the United States, controlling or substantially participating in the control of any such vessel,
directly or indirectly, whether through ownership of corporate shares or otherwise, and allowing the
employment of said vessel for any such purpose, and any person found, or discovered to have been, on board of
any such vessel so employed and participating or assisting in any such purpose, shall be fined under this title or
imprisoned not more than two years, or both.

It shall constitute an offense under this section to hire out or charter a vessel if the lessor or charterer has
knowledge or reasonable grounds for belief that the lessee or person chartering the vessel intends to employ
such vessel for any of the purposes described in this section and if such vessel is, during the time such lease or
charter is in effect, employed for any such purpose.
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