
18 U.S. Code § 504
Printing and filming of United States and foreign obligations and
securities

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the following are permitted:

(1) The printing, publishing, or importation, or the making or importation of the necessary plates for such
printing or publishing, of illustrations of—

(A) postage stamps of the United States,

(B) revenue stamps of the United States,

(C) any other obligation or other security of the United States, and

(D) postage stamps, revenue stamps, notes, bonds, and any other obligation or other security of any foreign
government, bank, or corporation.

Illustrations permitted by the foregoing provisions of this section shall be made in accordance with the
following conditions—

(i) all illustrations shall be in black and white, except that illustrations of postage stamps issued by the
United States or by any foreign government and stamps issued under the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act
of 1934 may be in color;

(ii) all illustrations (including illustrations of uncanceled postage stamps in color and illustrations of stamps
issued under the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act of 1934 in color) shall be of a size less than three-fourths
or more than one and one-half, in linear dimension, of each part of any matter so illustrated which is
covered by subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of this paragraph, except that black and white illustrations of
postage and revenue stamps issued by the United States or by any foreign government and colored
illustrations of canceled postage stamps issued by the United States may be in the exact linear dimension in
which the stamps were issued; and

(iii) the negatives and plates used in making the illustrations shall be destroyed after their final use in
accordance with this section.

The Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe regulations to permit color illustrations of such currency of
the United States as the Secretary determines may be appropriate for such purposes.
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