
18 U.S. Code § 474
Plates, stones, or analog, digital, or electronic images for
counterfeiting obligations or securities

(a) Whoever, having control, custody, or possession of any plate, stone, or other thing, or any part thereof, from
which has been printed, or which may be prepared by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury for the purpose of
printing, any obligation or other security of the United States, uses such plate, stone, or other thing, or any part
thereof, or knowingly suffers the same to be used for the purpose of printing any such or similar obligation or
other security, or any part thereof, except as may be printed for the use of the United States by order of the proper
officer thereof; or

Whoever makes or executes any plate, stone, or other thing in the likeness of any plate designated for the
printing of such obligation or other security; or

Whoever, with intent to defraud, makes, executes, acquires, scans, captures, records, receives, transmits,
reproduces, sells, or has in such person’s control, custody, or possession, an analog, digital, or electronic image
of any obligation or other security of the United States; or

Whoever sells any such plate, stone, or other thing, or brings into the United States any such plate, stone, or
other thing, except under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury or other proper officer, or with any other
intent, in either case, than that such plate, stone, or other thing be used for the printing of the obligations or
other securities of the United States; or

Whoever has in his control, custody, or possession any plate, stone, or other thing in any manner made after or
in the similitude of any plate, stone, or other thing, from which any such obligation or other security has been
printed, with intent to use such plate, stone, or other thing, or to suffer the same to be used in forging or
counterfeiting any such obligation or other security, or any part thereof; or

Whoever has in his possession or custody, except under authority from the Secretary of the Treasury or other
proper officer, any obligation or other security made or executed, in whole or in part, after the similitude of any
obligation or other security issued under the authority of the United States, with intent to sell or otherwise use
the same; or

Whoever prints, photographs, or in any other manner makes or executes any engraving, photograph, print, or
impression in the likeness of any such obligation or other security, or any part thereof, or sells any such
engraving, photograph, print, or impression, except to the United States, or brings into the United States, any
such engraving, photograph, print, or impression, except by direction of some proper officer of the United States
—

Is guilty of a class B felony.
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