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18 U.S. Code § 3626

Appropriate remedies with respect to prison conditions

(a)Requirements for Relief.—
(1)Prospective relief.—

(A) Prospective relief in any civil action with respect to prison conditions shall extend no further than
necessary to correct the violation of the Federal right of a particular plaintiff or plaintiffs. The court shall not
grant or approve any prospective relief unless the court finds that such relief is narrowly drawn, extends no
further than necessary to correct the violation of the Federal right, and is the least intrusive means necessary
to correct the violation of the Federal right. The court shall give substantial weight to any adverse impact on
public safety or the operation of a criminal justice system caused by the relief.

(B) The court shall not order any prospective relief that requires or permits a government official to exceed
his or her authority under State or local law or otherwise violates State or local law, unless—

(i) Federal law requires such relief to be ordered in violation of State or local law;
(ii) the relief is necessary to correct the violation of a Federal right; and
(iii) no other relief will correct the violation of the Federal right.

(C) Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the courts, in exercising their remedial powers, to
order the construction of prisons or the raising of taxes, or to repeal or detract from otherwise applicable
limitations on the remedial powers of the courts.
(2)Preliminary injunctive relief.—
In any civil action with respect to prison conditions, to the extent otherwise authorized by law, the court may
enter a temporary restraining order or an order for preliminary injunctive relief. Preliminary injunctive relief
must be narrowly drawn, extend no further than necessary to correct the harm the court finds requires
preliminary relief, and be the least intrusive means necessary to correct that harm. The court shall give
substantial weight to any adverse impact on public safety or the operation of a criminal justice system caused
by the preliminary relief and shall respect the principles of comity set out in paragraph (1)(B) in tailoring any
preliminary relief. Preliminary injunctive relief shall automatically expire on the date that is 90 days after its
entry, unless the court makes the findings required under subsection (a)(1) for the entry of prospective relief
and makes the order final before the expiration of the 90-day period.

(3)Prisoner release order.—
(A) In any civil action with respect to prison conditions, no court shall enter a prisoner release order unless—

(i) a court has previously entered an order for less intrusive relief that has failed to remedy the deprivation
of the Federal right sought to be remedied through the prisoner release order; and

(ii) the defendant has had a reasonable amount of time to comply with the previous court orders.

(B) In any civil action in Federal court with respect to prison conditions, a prisoner release order shall be
entered only by a three-judge court in accordance with section 2284 of title 28, if the requirements of
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subparagraph (E) have been met.

(C) A party seeking a prisoner release order in Federal court shall file with any request for such relief, a
request for a three-judge court and materials sufficient to demonstrate that the requirements of
subparagraph (A) have been met.

(D) If the requirements under subparagraph (A) have been met, a Federal judge before whom a civil action
with respect to prison conditions is pending who believes that a prison release order should be considered
may sua sponte request the convening of a three-judge court to determine whether a prisoner release order
should be entered.

(E) The three-judge court shall enter a prisoner release order only if the court finds by clear and convincing
evidence that—

(i) crowding is the primary cause of the violation of a Federal right; and
(ii) no other relief will remedy the violation of the Federal right.

(F) Any State or local official including a legislator or unit of government whose jurisdiction or function
includes the appropriation of funds for the construction, operation, or maintenance of prison facilities, or
the prosecution or custody of persons who may be released from, or not admitted to, a prison as a result of a
prisoner release order shall have standing to oppose the imposition or continuation in effect of such relief
and to seek termination of such relief, and shall have the right to intervene in any proceeding relating to such
relief.
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