
18 U.S. Code § 3624
Release of a prisoner

(a)Date of Release.—
A prisoner shall be released by the Bureau of Prisons on the date of the expiration of the prisoner’s term of
imprisonment, less any time credited toward the service of the prisoner’s sentence as provided in subsection (b).
If the date for a prisoner’s release falls on a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday at the place of confinement, the
prisoner may be released by the Bureau on the last preceding weekday.

(b)Credit Toward Service of Sentence for Satisfactory Behavior .—
(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a prisoner who is serving a term of imprisonment of more than 1 year [1] other than a
term of imprisonment for the duration of the prisoner’s life, may receive credit toward the service of the
prisoner’s sentence of up to 54 days for each year of the prisoner’s sentence imposed by the court, subject to
determination by the Bureau of Prisons that, during that year, the prisoner has displayed exemplary compliance
with institutional disciplinary regulations. Subject to paragraph (2), if the Bureau determines that, during that
year, the prisoner has not satisfactorily complied with such institutional regulations, the prisoner shall receive
no such credit toward service of the prisoner’s sentence or shall receive such lesser credit as the Bureau
determines to be appropriate. In awarding credit under this section, the Bureau shall consider whether the
prisoner, during the relevant period, has earned, or is making satisfactory progress toward earning, a high school
diploma or an equivalent degree. Credit that has not been earned may not later be granted. Subject to paragraph
(2), credit for the last year of a term of imprisonment shall be credited on the first day of the last year of the term
of imprisonment.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, credit awarded under this subsection after the date of enactment of the
Prison Litigation Reform Act shall vest on the date the prisoner is released from custody.

(3) The Attorney General shall ensure that the Bureau of Prisons has in effect an optional General Educational
Development program for inmates who have not earned a high school diploma or its equivalent.

(4) Exemptions to the General Educational Development requirement may be made as deemed appropriate by the
Director of the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
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