
18 U.S. Code § 3621
Imprisonment of a convicted person

(a)Commitment to Custody of Bureau of Prisons .—
A person who has been sentenced to a term of imprisonment pursuant to the provisions of subchapter D of
chapter 227 shall be committed to the custody of the Bureau of Prisons until the expiration of the term imposed,
or until earlier released for satisfactory behavior pursuant to the provisions of section 3624.

(b)Place of Imprisonment.—The Bureau of Prisons shall designate the place of the prisoner’s
imprisonment, and shall, subject to bed availability, the prisoner’s security designation, the prisoner’s
programmatic needs, the prisoner’s mental and medical health needs, any request made by the prisoner related
to faith-based needs, recommendations of the sentencing court, and other security concerns of the Bureau of
Prisons, place the prisoner in a facility as close as practicable to the prisoner’s primary residence, and to the
extent practicable, in a facility within 500 driving miles of that residence. The Bureau shall, subject to
consideration of the factors described in the preceding sentence and the prisoner’s preference for staying at his
or her current facility or being transferred, transfer prisoners to facilities that are closer to the prisoner’s
primary residence even if the prisoner is already in a facility within 500 driving miles of that residence. The
Bureau may designate any available penal or correctional facility that meets minimum standards of health and
habitability established by the Bureau, whether maintained by the Federal Government or otherwise and whether
within or without the judicial district in which the person was convicted, that the Bureau determines to be
appropriate and suitable, considering—

(1) the resources of the facility contemplated;

(2) the nature and circumstances of the offense;

(3) the history and characteristics of the prisoner;

(4) any statement by the court that imposed the sentence—

(A) concerning the purposes for which the sentence to imprisonment was determined to be warranted; or

(B) recommending a type of penal or correctional facility as appropriate; and

(5) any pertinent policy statement issued by the Sentencing Commission pursuant to section 994(a)(2) of title
28.

In designating the place of imprisonment or making transfers under this subsection, there shall be no favoritism
given to prisoners of high social or economic status. The Bureau may at any time, having regard for the same
matters, direct the transfer of a prisoner from one penal or correctional facility to another. The Bureau shall
make available appropriate substance abuse treatment for each prisoner the Bureau determines has a treatable
condition of substance addiction or abuse. Any order, recommendation, or request by a sentencing court that a
convicted person serve a term of imprisonment in a community corrections facility shall have no binding effect
on the authority of the Bureau under this section to determine or change the place of imprisonment of that
person. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a designation of a place of imprisonment under this
subsection is not reviewable by any court.
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