
18 U.S. Code § 3559
Sentencing classification of offenses

(a)Classification.—An offense that is not specifically classified by a letter grade in the section defining it,
is classified if the maximum term of imprisonment authorized is—

(1) life imprisonment, or if the maximum penalty is death, as a Class A felony;

(2) twenty-five years or more, as a Class B felony;

(3) less than twenty-five years but ten or more years, as a Class C felony;

(4) less than ten years but five or more years, as a Class D felony;

(5) less than five years but more than one year, as a Class E felony;

(6) one year or less but more than six months, as a Class A misdemeanor;

(7) six months or less but more than thirty days, as a Class B misdemeanor;

(8) thirty days or less but more than five days, as a Class C misdemeanor; or

(9) five days or less, or if no imprisonment is authorized, as an infraction.

(b)Effect of Classification.—
Except as provided in subsection (c), an offense classified under subsection (a) carries all the incidents assigned
to the applicable letter designation, except that the maximum term of imprisonment is the term authorized by
the law describing the offense.

(c)Imprisonment of Certain Violent Felons.—
(1)Mandatory life imprisonment .—Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who is convicted
in a court of the United States of a serious violent felony shall be sentenced to life imprisonment if—

(A) the person has been convicted (and those convictions have become final) on separate prior occasions in a
court of the United States or of a State of—

(i) 2 or more serious violent felonies; or

(ii) one or more serious violent felonies and one or more serious drug offenses; and

(B) each serious violent felony or serious drug offense used as a basis for sentencing under this subsection,
other than the first, was committed after the defendant’s conviction of the preceding serious violent felony
or serious drug offense.
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