
18 U.S. Code § 3524
Child custody arrangements

(a) The Attorney General may not relocate any child in connection with protection provided to a person under
this chapter if it appears that a person other than that protected person has legal custody of that child.

(b) Before protection is provided under this chapter to any person (1) who is a parent of a child of whom that
person has custody, and (2) who has obligations to another parent of that child with respect to custody or
visitation of that child under a court order, the Attorney General shall obtain and examine a copy of such order for
the purpose of assuring that compliance with the order can be achieved. If compliance with a visitation order
cannot be achieved, the Attorney General may provide protection under this chapter to the person only if the
parent being relocated initiates legal action to modify the existing court order under subsection (e)(1) of this
section. The parent being relocated must agree in writing before being provided protection to abide by any
ensuing court orders issued as a result of an action to modify.
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