
18 U.S. Code § 3521
Witness relocation and protection

(a)
(1) The Attorney General may provide for the relocation and other protection of a witness or a potential witness
for the Federal Government or for a State government in an official proceeding concerning an organized criminal
activity or other serious offense, if the Attorney General determines that an offense involving a crime of violence
directed at the witness with respect to that proceeding, an offense set forth in chapter 73 of this title directed at
the witness, or a State offense that is similar in nature to either such offense, is likely to be committed. The
Attorney General may also provide for the relocation and other protection of the immediate family of, or a person
otherwise closely associated with, such witness or potential witness if the family or person may also be
endangered on account of the participation of the witness in the judicial proceeding.

(2) The Attorney General shall issue guidelines defining the types of cases for which the exercise of the authority
of the Attorney General contained in paragraph (1) would be appropriate.

(3) The United States and its officers and employees shall not be subject to any civil liability on account of any
decision to provide or not to provide protection under this chapter.
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