
18 U.S. Code § 3331
Summoning and term

(a) In addition to such other grand juries as shall be called from time to time, each district court which is
located in a judicial district containing more than four million inhabitants or in which the Attorney General, the
Deputy Attorney General, the Associate Attorney General, or any designated Assistant Attorney General, certifies
in writing to the chief judge of the district that in his judgment a special grand jury is necessary because of
criminal activity in the district shall order a special grand jury to be summoned at least once in each period of
eighteen months unless another special grand jury is then serving. The grand jury shall serve for a term of
eighteen months unless an order for its discharge is entered earlier by the court upon a determination of the
grand jury by majority vote that its business has been completed. If, at the end of such term or any extension
thereof, the district court determines the business of the grand jury has not been completed, the court may enter
an order extending such term for an additional period of six months. No special grand jury term so extended shall
exceed thirty-six months, except as provided in subsection (e) of section 3333 of this chapter.
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