
18 U.S. Code § 3123
Issuance of an order for a pen register or a trap and trace device

(a)In General.—
(1)Attorney for the government .—
Upon an application made under section 3122(a)(1), the court shall enter an ex parte order authorizing the
installation and use of a pen register or trap and trace device anywhere within the United States, if the court
finds that the attorney for the Government has certified to the court that the information likely to be obtained
by such installation and use is relevant to an ongoing criminal investigation. The order, upon service of that
order, shall apply to any person or entity providing wire or electronic communication service in the United
States whose assistance may facilitate the execution of the order. Whenever such an order is served on any
person or entity not specifically named in the order, upon request of such person or entity, the attorney for the
Government or law enforcement or investigative officer that is serving the order shall provide written or
electronic certification that the order applies to the person or entity being served.

(2)State investigative or law enforcement officer .—
Upon an application made under section 3122(a)(2), the court shall enter an ex parte order authorizing the
installation and use of a pen register or trap and trace device within the jurisdiction of the court, if the court
finds that the State law enforcement or investigative officer has certified to the court that the information
likely to be obtained by such installation and use is relevant to an ongoing criminal investigation.
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