
18 U.S. Code § 249
Hate crime acts

(a)In General.—
(1)Offenses involving actual or perceived race, color, religion, or national originOffenses involving actual or perceived race, color, religion, or national origin .—.—Whoever,
whether or not acting under color of law, willfully causes bodily injury to any person or, through the use of fire,
a firearm, a dangerous weapon, or an explosive or incendiary device, attempts to cause bodily injury to any
person, because of the actual or perceived race, color, religion, or national origin of any person—

(A) shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years, fined in accordance with this title, or both; and

(B) shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, fined in accordance with this title, or both, if—

(i) death results from the offense; or

(ii) the offense includes kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or an attempt to
commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill.

(2)Offenses involving actual or perceived religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation,Offenses involving actual or perceived religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or disability.—gender identity, or disability.—

(A)In generalIn general.—.—Whoever, whether or not acting under color of law, in any circumstance described in
subparagraph (B) or paragraph (3), willfully causes bodily injury to any person or, through the use of fire, a
firearm, a dangerous weapon, or an explosive or incendiary device, attempts to cause bodily injury to any
person, because of the actual or perceived religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or disability of any person—

(i) shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years, fined in accordance with this title, or both; and

(ii) shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, fined in accordance with this title, or both, if—

(I) death results from the offense; or

(II) the offense includes kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse or an attempt to
commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill.

(B)Circumstances describedCircumstances described.—.—For purposes of subparagraph (A), the circumstances described in this
subparagraph are that—

(i) the conduct described in subparagraph (A) occurs during the course of, or as the result of, the travel of
the defendant or the victim—

(I) across a State line or national border; or

(II) using a channel, facility, or instrumentality of interstate or foreign commerce;

(ii) the defendant uses a channel, facility, or instrumentality of interstate or foreign commerce in
connection with the conduct described in subparagraph (A);

(iii) in connection with the conduct described in subparagraph (A), the defendant employs a firearm,
dangerous weapon, explosive or incendiary device, or other weapon that has traveled in interstate or

Copyright © 2024 by Society of Corporate Compliance and Ethics (SCCE) & Health Care Compliance Association (HCCA). No claim to original US
Government works. All rights reserved. Usage is governed under this website’s .

- 1 -

Terms of Use

https://compliancecosmos.org/hate-crime-acts
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use
https://www.hcca-info.org/terms-use


foreign commerce; or

(iv) the conduct described in subparagraph (A)—

(I) interferes with commercial or other economic activity in which the victim is engaged at the time of
the conduct; or

(II) otherwise affects interstate or foreign commerce.
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