
18 U.S. Code § 2274
Destruction or misuse of vessel by person in charge

Whoever, being the owner, master or person in charge or command of any private vessel, foreign or domestic, or
a member of the crew or other person, within the territorial waters of the United States, willfully causes or
permits the destruction or injury of such vessel or knowingly permits said vessel to be used as a place of resort for
any person conspiring with another or preparing to commit any offense against the United States, or any offense
in violation of the treaties of the United States or of the obligations of the United States under the law of nations,
or to defraud the United States; or knowingly permits such vessels to be used in violation of the rights and
obligations of the United States under the law of nations, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more
than ten years, or both.

In case such vessels are so used, with the knowledge of the owner or master or other person in charge or
command thereof, the vessel, together with her tackle, apparel, furniture, and equipment, shall be subject to
seizure and forfeiture to the United States in the same manner as merchandise is forfeited for violation of the
customs revenue laws.
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