
18 U.S. Code § 2259
Mandatory restitution

(a)In General.—
Notwithstanding section 3663 or 3663A, and in addition to any other civil or criminal penalty authorized by law,
the court shall order restitution for any offense under this chapter.

(b)Scope and Nature of Order.—
(1)Directions.—
Except as provided in paragraph (2), the order of restitution under this section shall direct the defendant to pay
the victim (through the appropriate court mechanism) the full amount of the victim’s losses.

(2)Restitution for trafficking in child pornography .—If the defendant was convicted of trafficking in
child pornography, the court shall order restitution under this section in an amount to be determined by the
court as follows:

(A)Determining the full amount of a victim’s losses .—
The court shall determine the full amount of the victim’s losses that were incurred or are reasonably
projected to be incurred by the victim as a result of the trafficking in child pornography depicting the victim.

(B)Determining a restitution amount.—
After completing the determination required under subparagraph (A), the court shall order restitution in an
amount that reflects the defendant’s relative role in the causal process that underlies the victim’s losses, but
which is no less than $3,000.

(C)Termination of payment .—
A victim’s total aggregate recovery pursuant to this section shall not exceed the full amount of the victim’s
demonstrated losses. After the victim has received restitution in the full amount of the victim’s losses as
measured by the greatest amount of such losses found in any case involving that victim that has resulted in a
final restitution order under this section, the liability of each defendant who is or has been ordered to pay
restitution for such losses to that victim shall be terminated. The court may require the victim to provide
information concerning the amount of restitution the victim has been paid in other cases for the same losses.
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