
18 U.S. Code § 2237
Criminal sanctions for failure to heave to, obstruction of boarding, or
providing false information

(a)
(1) It shall be unlawful for the master, operator, or person in charge of a vessel of the United States, or a vessel
subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, to knowingly fail to obey an order by an authorized Federal law
enforcement officer to heave to that vessel.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person on board a vessel of the United States, or a vessel subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, to—

(A) forcibly resist, oppose, prevent, impede, intimidate, or interfere with a boarding or other law enforcement
action authorized by any Federal law or to resist a lawful arrest; or

(B) provide materially false information to a Federal law enforcement officer during a boarding of a vessel
regarding the vessel’s destination, origin, ownership, registration, nationality, cargo, or crew.
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