
18 U.S. Code § 2194
Shanghaiing sailors

Whoever, with intent that any person shall perform service or labor of any kind on board of any vessel engaged in
trade and commerce among the several States or with foreign nations, or on board of any vessel of the United
States engaged in navigating the high seas or any navigable water of the United States, procures or induces, or
attempts to procure or induce, another, by force or threats or by representations which he knows or believes to be
untrue, or while the person so procured or induced is intoxicated or under the influence of any drug, to go on
board of any such vessel, or to sign or in anywise enter into any agreement to go on board of any such vessel to
perform service or labor thereon; or

Whoever knowingly detains on board of any such vessel any person so procured or induced to go on board, or to
enter into any agreement to go on board, by any means herein defined—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.
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