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15 U.S. Code § 7242

Improper influence on conduct of audits

(a) Rules to prohibit

It shall be unlawful, in contravention of such rules or regulations as the Commission shall prescribe as
necessary and appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of investors, for any officer or director of
an issuer, or any other person acting under the direction thereof, to take any action to fraudulently influence,
coerce, manipulate, or mislead any independent public or certified accountant engaged in the performance of
an audit of the financial statements of that issuer for the purpose of rendering such financial statements
materially misleading.
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