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15 U.S. Code § 4721

United States and Foreign Commercial Service

(a) Establishment
(1) In general

The Secretary of Commerce shall establish, within the International Trade Administration, the United
States and Foreign Commercial Service. The Secretary shall, to the greatest extent practicable, transfer to
the Commercial Service the functions and personnel of the United States and Foreign Commercial Services.

(2) Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Director General; other personnel

The head of the Commercial Service shall be the Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Director General of
the Commercial Service, who shall be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate. The Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Director General of the Commercial Service may appoint
Commercial Service Officers and such other personnel as may be necessary to carry out the activities of the
Commercial Service.

(3) Coordination with foreign policy objectives

The Secretary shall take the necessary steps to ensure that the activities of the Commercial Service are
carried out in a manner consistent with United States foreign policy objectives, and the Secretary shall
consult regularly with the Secretary of State in order to comply with this paragraph.

(4) Authority of chief of mission

All activities of the Commercial Service shall be subject to section 207 of the Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22
U.S.C. 3927).
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