
15 U.S. Code § 3715
Use of partnership intermediaries

(a) Authority
Subject to the approval of the Secretary or head of the affected department or agency, the Director of a Federal
laboratory, or in the case of a federally funded research and development center that is not a laboratory (as
defined in section 3710a(d)(2) of this title), the Federal employee who is the contract officer, may—

(1) enter into a contract or memorandum of understanding with a partnership intermediary that provides for
the partnership intermediary to perform services for the Federal laboratory that increase the likelihood of
success in the conduct of cooperative or joint activities of such Federal laboratory with small business firms,

institutions of higher education as defined in section 1141(a) [1] of title 20, or educational institutions within
the meaning of section 2194 of title 10; and
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