
15 U.S. Code § 2801
Definitions

As used in this subchapter:

(1)

(A) The term “franchise” means any contract—

(i) between a refiner and a distributor,

(ii) between a refiner and a retailer,

(iii) between a distributor and another distributor, or

(iv) between a distributor and a retailer,

under which a refiner or distributor (as the case may be) authorizes or permits a retailer or distributor to use,
in connection with the sale, consignment, or distribution of motor fuel, a trademark which is owned or
controlled by such refiner or by a refiner which supplies motor fuel to the distributor which authorizes or
permits such use.

(B) The term “franchise” includes—

(i) any contract under which a retailer or distributor (as the case may be) is authorized or permitted to
occupy leased marketing premises, which premises are to be employed in connection with the sale,
consignment, or distribution of motor fuel under a trademark which is owned or controlled by such refiner or
by a refiner which supplies motor fuel to the distributor which authorizes or permits such occupancy;

(ii) any contract pertaining to the supply of motor fuel which is to be sold, consigned or distributed—

(I) under a trademark owned or controlled by a refiner; or

(II) under a contract which has existed continuously since May 15, 1973, and pursuant to which, on May 15,
1973, motor fuel was sold, consigned or distributed under a trademark owned or controlled on such date by
a refiner; and

(iii) the unexpired portion of any franchise, as defined by the preceding provisions of this paragraph, which
is transferred or assigned as authorized by the provisions of such franchise or by any applicable provision of
State law which permits such transfer or assignment without regard to any provision of the franchise.
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