
15 U.S. Code § 2685
Lead abatement and measurement

(a) Program to promote lead exposure abatement
The Administrator, in cooperation with other appropriate Federal departments and agencies, shall conduct a
comprehensive program to promote safe, effective, and affordable monitoring, detection, and abatement of
lead-based paint and other lead exposure hazards.

(b) Standards for environmental sampling laboratories
(1) The Administrator shall establish protocols, criteria, and minimum performance standards for laboratory
analysis of lead in paint films, soil, and dust. Within 2 years after October 28, 1992, the Administrator, in
consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, shall establish a program to certify laboratories
as qualified to test substances for lead content unless the Administrator determines, by the date specified in
this paragraph, that effective voluntary accreditation programs are in place and operating on a nationwide
basis at the time of such determination. To be certified under such program, a laboratory shall, at a minimum,
demonstrate an ability to test substances accurately for lead content.

(2) Not later than 24 months after October 28, 1992, and annually thereafter, the Administrator shall publish
and make available to the public a list of certified or accredited environmental sampling laboratories.

(3) If the Administrator determines under paragraph (1) that effective voluntary accreditation programs are in
place for environmental sampling laboratories, the Administrator shall review the performance and
effectiveness of such programs within 3 years after such determination. If, upon such review, the
Administrator determines that the voluntary accreditation programs are not effective in assuring the quality
and consistency of laboratory analyses, the Administrator shall, not more than 12 months thereafter, establish
a certification program that meets the requirements of paragraph (1).
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