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15 U.S. Code § 2055

Public disclosure of information

(a) Disclosure requirements for manufacturers or private labelers; procedures
applicable

(1) Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed to require the release of any information described by
subsection (b) of section 552 of title 5 or which is otherwise protected by law from disclosure to the public.

(2) All information reported to or otherwise obtained by the Commission or its representative under this Act
which information contains or relates to a trade secret or other matter referred to in section 1905 of title 18 or
subject to section 552(b)(4) of title 5 shall be considered confidential and shall not be disclosed.

(3) The Commission shall, prior to the disclosure of any information which will permit the public to ascertain
readily the identity of a manufacturer or private labeler of a consumer product, offer such manufacturer or
private labeler an opportunity to mark such information as confidential and therefore barred from disclosure
under paragraph (2). A manufacturer or private labeler shall submit any such mark within 15 calendar days
after the date on which it receives the Commission’s offer.

(4) All information that a manufacturer or private labeler has marked to be confidential and barred from
disclosure under paragraph (2), either at the time of submission or pursuant to paragraph (3), shall not be
disclosed, except in accordance with the procedures established in paragraphs (5) and (6).

(5) If the Commission determines that a document marked as confidential by a manufacturer or private labeler
to be barred from disclosure under paragraph (2) may be disclosed because it is not confidential information as
provided in paragraph (2), the Commission shall notify such person in writing that the Commission intends to

disclose such document at a date not less than 10 days after the date of receipt of notification.

(6) Any person receiving such notification may, if he believes such disclosure is barred by paragraph (2), before
the date set for release of the document, bring an action in the district court of the United States in the district
in which the complainant resides, or has his principal place or business, or in which the documents are located,
or in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia to restrain disclosure of the document. Any
person receiving such notification may file with the appropriate district court or court of appeals of the United
States, as appropriate, an application for a stay of disclosure. The documents shall not be disclosed until the
court has ruled on the application for a stay.

(7) Nothing in this Act shall authorize the withholding of information by the Commission or any officer or
employee under its control from the duly authorized committees or subcommittees of the Congress, and the
provisions of paragraphs (2) through (6) shall not apply to such disclosures, except that the Commission shall
immediately notify the manufacturer or private labeler of any such request for information designated as
confidential by the manufacturer or private labeler.
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