
15 U.S. Code § 57b
Civil actions for violations of rules and cease and desist orders
respecting unfair or deceptive acts or practices

(a) Suits by Commission against persons, partnerships, or corporations;
jurisdiction; relief for dishonest or fraudulent acts
(1) If any person, partnership, or corporation violates any rule under this subchapter respecting unfair or
deceptive acts or practices (other than an interpretive rule, or a rule violation of which the Commission has
provided is not an unfair or deceptive act or practice in violation of section 45(a) of this title), then the
Commission may commence a civil action against such person, partnership, or corporation for relief under
subsection (b) in a United States district court or in any court of competent jurisdiction of a State.

(2) If any person, partnership, or corporation engages in any unfair or deceptive act or practice (within the
meaning of section 45(a)(1) of this title) with respect to which the Commission has issued a final cease and
desist order which is applicable to such person, partnership, or corporation, then the Commission may
commence a civil action against such person, partnership, or corporation in a United States district court or in
any court of competent jurisdiction of a State. If the Commission satisfies the court that the act or practice to
which the cease and desist order relates is one which a reasonable man would have known under the
circumstances was dishonest or fraudulent, the court may grant relief under subsection (b).
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