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15 U.S. Code § 46

Additional powers of Commission

The Commission shall also have power—

(a) Investigation of persons, partnerships, or corporations

To gather and compile information concerning, and to investigate from time to time the organization,
business, conduct, practices, and management of any person, partnership, or corporation engaged in or whose
business affects commerce, excepting banks, savings and loan institutions described in section 57a(f)(3) of this
title, Federal credit unions described in section 57a(f)(4) of this title, and common carriers subject to the Act to
regulate commerce, and its relation to other persons, partnerships, and corporations.

(b) Reports of persons, partnerships, and corporations

To require, by general or special orders, persons, partnerships, and corporations, engaged in or whose business
affects commerce, excepting banks, savings and loan institutions described in section 57a(f)(3) of this title,
Federal credit unions described in section 57a(f)(4) of this title, and common carriers subject to the Act to
regulate commerce, or any class of them, or any of them, respectively, to file with the Commission in such form
as the Commission may prescribe annual or special, or both annual and special, reports or answers in writing
to specific questions, furnishing to the Commission such information as it may require as to the organization,
business, conduct, practices, management, and relation to other corporations, partnerships, and individuals of
the respective persons, partnerships, and corporations filing such reports or answers in writing. Such reports
and answers shall be made under oath, or otherwise, as the Commission may prescribe, and shall be filed with
the Commission within such reasonable period as the Commission may prescribe, unless additional time be
granted in any case by the Commission.
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