
15 U.S. Code § 278g
International activities

(a) Financial assistance to foreign nationals
The Secretary is authorized, notwithstanding any other provision of law, to expend such sums, within the limit
of appropriated funds, as the Secretary may determine desirable through direct support for activities of
international organizations and foreign national metrology institutes with which the Institute cooperates to
advance measurement methods, technical standards, and related basic technologies, for official
representation, to host official receptions, dinners, and similar events, and to otherwise extend official
courtesies, including transportation of foreign dignitaries and representatives of foreign national metrology
institutes to and from the Institute, for the purpose of maintaining the standing and prestige of the
Department of Commerce and the Institute, through the grant of fellowships or other appropriate form of
financial or logistical assistance or support to foreign nationals not in service to the Government of the United
States while they are performing scientific or engineering work at the Institute or participating in the exchange
of scientific or technical information at the Institute.
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