
15 U.S. Code § 1333
Labeling

(a) Label requirements
(1)(1) In general In general

It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, package, sell, offer to sell, distribute, or import for sale
or distribution within the United States any cigarettes the package of which fails to bear, in accordance
with the requirements of this section, one of the following labels:

WARNING: Cigarettes are addictive.

WARNING: Tobacco smoke can harm your children.

WARNING: Cigarettes cause fatal lung disease.

WARNING: Cigarettes cause cancer.

WARNING: Cigarettes cause strokes and heart disease.

WARNING: Smoking during pregnancy can harm your baby.

WARNING: Smoking can kill you.

WARNING: Tobacco smoke causes fatal lung disease in nonsmokers.

WARNING: Quitting smoking now greatly reduces serious risks to your health.

(2)(2) Placement; typography; etc. Placement; typography; etc.
Each label statement required by paragraph (1) shall be located in the upper portion of the front and rear
panels of the package, directly on the package underneath the cellophane or other clear wrapping. Each
label statement shall comprise the top 50 percent of the front and rear panels of the package. The word
“WARNING” shall appear in capital letters and all text shall be in conspicuous and legible 17-point type,
unless the text of the label statement would occupy more than 70 percent of such area, in which case the
text may be in a smaller conspicuous and legible type size, provided that at least 60 percent of such area is
occupied by required text. The text shall be black on a white background, or white on a black background,
in a manner that contrasts, by typography, layout, or color, with all other printed material on the package,
in an alternating fashion under the plan submitted under subsection (c).

(3)(3) Does not apply to foreign distribution Does not apply to foreign distribution
The provisions of this subsection do not apply to a tobacco product manufacturer or distributor of
cigarettes which does not manufacture, package, or import cigarettes for sale or distribution within the
United States.

(4)(4) Applicability to retailers Applicability to retailers
A retailer of cigarettes shall not be in violation of this subsection for packaging that—

(A) contains a warning label;

(B) is supplied to the retailer by a license- or permit-holding tobacco product manufacturer, importer, or
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distributor; and

(C) is not altered by the retailer in a way that is material to the requirements of this subsection.
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