
15 U.S. Code § 1193
Flammability standards or regulations

(a) Proceedings by Commission for determination
Whenever the Commission finds on the basis of the investigations or research conducted pursuant to section
1201 of this title that a new or amended flammability standard or other regulation, including labeling, for a
fabric, related material, or product may be needed to protect the public against unreasonable risk of the
occurrence of fire leading to death or personal injury, or significant property damage, it shall institute
proceedings for the determination of an appropriate flammability standard (including conditions and manner
of testing) or other regulation or amendment thereto for such fabric, related material, or product.

(b) Necessary findings; effective date; exemptions
Each standard, regulation, or amendment thereto promulgated pursuant to this section shall be based on
findings that such standard, regulation, or amendment thereto is needed to adequately protect the public
against unreasonable risk of the occurrence of fire leading to death, injury, or significant property damage, is
reasonable, technologically practicable, and appropriate, is limited to such fabrics, related materials, or
products which have been determined to present such unreasonable risks, and shall be stated in objective
terms. Each such standard, regulation, or amendment thereto, shall become effective twelve months from the
date on which such standard, regulation, or amendment is promulgated, unless the Commission finds for good
cause shown that an earlier or later effective date is in the public interest and publishes the reason for such
finding. Each such standard or regulation or amendment thereto shall exempt fabrics related materials, or
products in inventory or with the trade as of the date on which the standard, regulation, or amendment
thereto, becomes effective except that, if the Commission finds that any such fabric, related material, or
product is so highly flammable as to be dangerous when used by consumers for the purpose for which it is
intended, it may under such conditions as the Commission may prescribe, withdraw, or limit the exemption for
such fabric, related material, or product.
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