
7 U.S. Code § 4004
Food bank special nutrition projects

(a) Distribution of agricultural commodities to community food banks for
emergency distribution; availability of agricultural commodities; use of currently
used distributorship systems; selection of food banks
The Secretary of Agriculture shall carry out special nutrition projects to provide agricultural commodities and
other foods that might not otherwise be used, or might be more effectively used by organizations assisted
under this section, to community food banks for emergency food box distribution to needy individuals and
families. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the Secretary shall make available for purposes of such
special nutrition projects, agricultural commodities and other foods available to the Secretary under section
1431 of this title, section 1446a–1 of this title, and section 612c of this title. For purposes of distributing
agricultural commodities and other foods to community food banks under this section, the Secretary may, in
consultation with State agencies, use food distribution systems currently used to distribute agricultural
commodities and other foods under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act [42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.] and
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 [42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.]. The Secretary shall select food banks, in consultation with
the Director of the Community Services Administration, for participation in the special nutrition projects
under this section. Food banks shall be selected for participation so as to ensure adequate geographic
distribution of emergency food box programs in at least two but not more than seven Department of
Agriculture regions.
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