
7 U.S. Code § 2204b
Rural development policy

(a) Coordination of nationwide rural development program using services of
executive branch departments and agencies and State and local governments
The Secretary of Agriculture shall provide leadership within the executive branch for, and shall assume
responsibility for coordinating, a nationwide rural development program using the services of executive
branch departments and agencies, including, but not limited to, the agencies, bureaus, offices, and services of
the Department of Agriculture, in coordination with rural development programs of State and local
governments.

(b) Policy development; systematic review of Federal programs; access to
information; development of process to receive and assess needs, goals, etc.;
cooperative agreements to improve Federal programs affecting rural areas;
public hearings and comments
(1) The Secretary shall conduct a systematic review of Federal programs affecting rural areas to (A) determine
whether such areas are benefiting from such programs in an equitable proportion to the benefits received by
urban areas and (B) identify any factors that may restrict accessibility to such programs in rural areas or limit
participation in such programs.
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