
7 U.S. Code § 2146
Administration and enforcement by Secretary

(a) Investigations and inspections
The Secretary shall make such investigations or inspections as he deems necessary to determine whether any
dealer, exhibitor, intermediate handler, carrier, research facility, or operator of an auction sale subject to
section 2142 of this title, has violated or is violating any provision of this chapter or any regulation or standard
issued thereunder, and for such purposes, the Secretary shall, at all reasonable times, have access to the places
of business and the facilities, animals, and those records required to be kept pursuant to section 2140 of this
title of any such dealer, exhibitor, intermediate handler, carrier, research facility, or operator of an auction
sale. The Secretary shall inspect each research facility at least once each year and, in the case of deficiencies or
deviations from the standards promulgated under this chapter, shall conduct such follow-up inspections as
may be necessary until all deficiencies or deviations from such standards are corrected. The Secretary shall
promulgate such rules and regulations as he deems necessary to permit inspectors to confiscate or destroy in a
humane manner any animal found to be suffering as a result of a failure to comply with any provision of this
chapter or any regulation or standard issued thereunder if (1) such animal is held by a dealer, (2) such animal is
held by an exhibitor, (3) such animal is held by a research facility and is no longer required by such research
facility to carry out the research, test, or experiment for which such animal has been utilized, (4) such animal
is held by an operator of an auction sale, or (5) such animal is held by an intermediate handler or a carrier.
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