
7 U.S. Code § 2024
Violations and enforcement

(a) In general
Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the Secretary may provide for the issuance or
presentment for redemption of benefits to such person or persons, and at such times and in such manner, as
the Secretary deems necessary or appropriate to protect the interests of the United States or to ensure
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter or the regulations issued pursuant to this chapter.

(b) Unauthorized use, transfer, acquisition, alteration, or possession of benefits
(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2) of this subsection, whoever knowingly uses, transfers, acquires,
alters, or possesses benefits in any manner contrary to this chapter or the regulations issued pursuant to this
chapter shall, if such benefits are of a value of $5,000 or more, be guilty of a felony and shall be fined not more
than $250,000 or imprisoned for not more than twenty years, or both, and shall, if such benefits are of a value
of $100 or more, but less than $5,000, or if the item used, transferred, acquired, altered, or possessed is a
benefit that has a value of $100 or more, but less than $5,000, be guilty of a felony and shall, upon the first
conviction thereof, be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more than five years, or both, and,
upon the second and any subsequent conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned for not less than six months nor
more than five years and may also be fined not more than $10,000 or, if such benefits are of a value of less than

$100, or if the item used, transferred, acquired, altered, or processed [1] is a benefit that has a value of less than
$100, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon the first conviction thereof, shall be fined not more than
$1,000 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, and upon the second and any subsequent conviction
thereof, shall be imprisoned for not more than one year and may also be fined not more than $1,000. In
addition to such penalties, any person convicted of a felony or misdemeanor violation under this subsection
may be suspended by the court from participation in the supplemental nutrition assistance program for an
additional period of up to eighteen months consecutive to that period of suspension mandated by section
2015(b)(1) of this title.
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