
7 U.S. Code § 2015
Eligibility disqualifications

(a) Additional specific conditions rendering individuals ineligible
In addition to meeting the standards of eligibility prescribed in section 2014 of this title, households and
individuals who are members of eligible households must also meet and comply with the specific requirements
of this section to be eligible for participation in the supplemental nutrition assistance program.

(b) Fraud and misrepresentation; disqualification penalties; ineligibility period;
applicable procedures
(1) Any person who has been found by any State or Federal court or administrative agency to have intentionally
(A) made a false or misleading statement, or misrepresented, concealed or withheld facts, or (B) committed
any act that constitutes a violation of this chapter, the regulations issued thereunder, or any State statute, for
the purpose of using, presenting, transferring, acquiring, receiving, or possessing program benefits shall,
immediately upon the rendering of such determination, become ineligible for further participation in the
program—

(i) for a period of 1 year upon the first occasion of any such determination;

(ii) for a period of 2 years upon—

(I) the second occasion of any such determination; or

(II) the first occasion of a finding by a Federal, State, or local court of the trading of a controlled substance
(as defined in section 802 of title 21) for benefits; and

(iii) permanently upon—

(I) the third occasion of any such determination;

(II) the second occasion of a finding by a Federal, State, or local court of the trading of a controlled
substance (as defined in section 802 of title 21) for benefits;

(III) the first occasion of a finding by a Federal, State, or local court of the trading of firearms, ammunition,
or explosives for benefits; or

(IV) a conviction of an offense under subsection (b) or (c) of section 2024 of this title involving an item
covered by subsection (b) or (c) of section 2024 of this title having a value of $500 or more.

During the period of such ineligibility, no household shall receive increased benefits under this chapter as the
result of a member of such household having been disqualified under this subsection.

(2) Each State agency shall proceed against an individual alleged to have engaged in such activity either by way
of administrative hearings, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing at the State level, or by referring such
matters to appropriate authorities for civil or criminal action in a court of law.

(3) Such periods of ineligibility as are provided for in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall remain in effect,
without possibility of administrative stay, unless and until the finding upon which the ineligibility is based is
subsequently reversed by a court of appropriate jurisdiction, but in no event shall the period of ineligibility be
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subject to review.

(4) The Secretary shall prescribe such regulations as the Secretary may deem appropriate to ensure that
information concerning any such determination with respect to a specific individual is forwarded to the Office
of the Secretary by any appropriate State or Federal entity for the use of the Secretary in administering the
provisions of this section. No State shall withhold such information from the Secretary or the Secretary’s
designee for any reason whatsoever.

(c) Refusal to provide necessary information
Except in a case in which a household is receiving transitional benefits during the transitional benefits period
under section 2020(s) of this title, no household shall be eligible to participate in the supplemental nutrition
assistance program if it refuses to cooperate in providing information to the State agency that is necessary for
making a determination of its eligibility or for completing any subsequent review of its eligibility.

(1)

(A) A State agency may require certain categories of households to file periodic reports of income and
household circumstances in accordance with standards prescribed by the Secretary, except that a State
agency may not require periodic reporting—

(i) for periods shorter than 4 months by migrant or seasonal farmworker households;

(ii) for periods shorter than 4 months by households in which all members are homeless individuals; or

(iii) for periods shorter than 1 year by households that have no earned income and in which all adult
members are elderly or disabled.

(B) Each household that is not required to file such periodic reports shall be required to report or cause to
be reported to the State agency changes in income or household circumstances that the Secretary considers
necessary to assure accurate eligibility and benefit determinations.

(C) A State agency may require periodic reporting on a monthly basis by households residing on a
reservation only if—

(i) the State agency reinstates benefits, without requiring a new application, for any household residing
on a reservation that submits a report not later than 1 month after the end of the month in which benefits
would otherwise be provided;

(ii) the State agency does not delay, reduce, suspend, or terminate the allotment of a household that
submits a report not later than 1 month after the end of the month in which the report is due;

(iii) on March 25, 1994, the State agency requires households residing on a reservation to file periodic
reports on a monthly basis; and

(iv) the certification period for households residing on a reservation that are required to file periodic
reports on a monthly basis is 2 years, unless the State demonstrates just cause to the Secretary for a
shorter certification period.

(D)Frequency of reporting.—Frequency of reporting.—

(i)In generalIn general.—.—Except as provided in subparagraphs (A) and (C), a State agency may require
households that report on a periodic basis to submit reports—

(I) not less often than once each 6 months; but

(II) not more often than once each month.

(ii)Reporting by households with excess incomeReporting by households with excess income .—.—
A household required to report less often than once each 3 months shall, notwithstanding subparagraph
(B), report in a manner prescribed by the Secretary if the income of the household for any month exceeds
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the income standard of eligibility established under section 2014(c)(2) of this title.

(2) Any household required to file a periodic report under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall, (A) if it is
eligible to participate and has filed a timely and complete report, receive its allotment, based on the reported
information for a given month, within thirty days of the end of that month unless the Secretary determines
that a longer period of time is necessary, (B) have available special procedures that permit the filing of the
required information in the event all adult members of the household are mentally or physically handicapped
or lacking in reading or writing skills to such a degree as to be unable to fill out the required forms, (C) have a
reasonable period of time after the close of the month in which to file their reports on State agency designed
forms, (D) be afforded prompt notice of failure to file any report timely or completely, and given a reasonable
opportunity to cure that failure (with any applicable time requirements extended accordingly) and to
exercise its rights under section 2020(e)(10) of this title, and (E) be provided each month (or other applicable
period) with an appropriate, simple form for making the required reports of the household together with
clear instructions explaining how to complete the form and the rights and responsibilities of the household
under any periodic reporting system.

(3) Reports required to be filed under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be considered complete if they
contain the information relevant to eligibility and benefit determinations that is specified by the State
agency. All report forms, including those related to periodic reports of circumstances, shall contain a
description, in understandable terms in prominent and bold face lettering, of the appropriate civil and
criminal provisions dealing with violations of this chapter including the prescribed penalties. Reports
required to be filed monthly under paragraph (1) shall be the sole reporting requirement for subject matter
included in such reports. In promulgating regulations implementing these reporting requirements, the
Secretary shall consult with the Commissioner of Social Security and the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, and, wherever feasible, households that receive assistance under title IV–A of the Social Security
Act [42 U.S.C. 601 et seq.] and that are required to file comparable reports under that Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.]
shall be provided the opportunity to file reports at the same time for purposes of this chapter and the Social
Security Act.

(4) Except as provided in paragraph (1)(C), any household that fails to submit periodic reports required by
paragraph (1) shall not receive an allotment for the payment period to which the unsubmitted report applies
until such report is submitted.

(5) The Secretary is authorized, upon the request of a State agency, to waive any provisions of this subsection
(except the provisions of the first sentence of paragraph (1) which relate to households which are not
required to file periodic reports) to the extent necessary to permit the State agency to establish periodic
reporting requirements for purposes of this chapter which are similar to the periodic reporting requirements
established under the State program funded under part A of title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et
seq.) in that State.
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