
7 U.S. Code § 2012
Definitions

As used in this chapter, the term:

(a) “Access device” means any card, plate, code, account number, or other means of access, including point of
sale devices, that can be used, alone or in conjunction with another access device, to obtain payments,
allotments, benefits, money, goods, or other things of value, or that can be used to initiate a transfer of funds
under this chapter.

(b) “Allotment” means the total value of benefits a household is authorized to receive during each month.

(c) “Allowable medical expenses” means expenditures for (1) medical and dental care, (2) hospitalization or
nursing care (including hospitalization or nursing care of an individual who was a household member
immediately prior to entering a hospital or nursing home), (3) prescription drugs when prescribed by a licensed
practitioner authorized under State law and over-the-counter medication (including insulin) when approved by
a licensed practitioner or other qualified health professional, (4) health and hospitalization insurance policies
(excluding the costs of health and accident or income maintenance policies), (5) medicare premiums related to
coverage under title XVIII of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.], (6) dentures, hearing aids, and
prosthetics (including the costs of securing and maintaining a seeing eye dog), (7) eye glasses prescribed by a
physician skilled in eye disease or by an optometrist, (8) reasonable costs of transportation necessary to secure
medical treatment or services, and (9) maintaining an attendant, homemaker, home health aide, housekeeper,
or child care services due to age, infirmity, or illness.

(d)Benefit.—The term “benefit” means the value of supplemental nutrition assistance provided to a
household by means of—

(1) an electronic benefit transfer under section 2016(h) of this title; or

(2) other means of providing assistance, as determined by the Secretary.

(e)Benefit Issuer.—
The term “benefit issuer” means any office of the State agency or any person, partnership, corporation,
organization, political subdivision, or other entity with which a State agency has contracted for, or to which it
has delegated functional responsibility in connection with, the issuance of benefits to households.
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