
7 U.S. Code § 1343
Referendum

Not later than December 15 following the issuance of the marketing quota proclamation provided for in section
1342 of this title, the Secretary shall conduct a referendum, by secret ballot, of farmers engaged in the production
of cotton in the calendar year in which the referendum is held, to determine whether such farmers are in favor of
or opposed to the quota so proclaimed. If more than one-third of the farmers voting in the referendum oppose
the national marketing quota, such quota shall become ineffective upon proclamation of the results of the
referendum. The Secretary shall proclaim the results of any referendum held hereunder within thirty days after
the date of such referendum. Notwithstanding any other provision hereof, the referendum with respect to the
national marketing quota for cotton for the marketing year beginning August 1, 1986, may be conducted not later
than thirty-one days after adjournment sine die of the first session of the Ninety-ninth Congress.
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