
42 U.S. Code § 2651
Recovery by United States

(a) Conditions; exceptions; persons liable; amount of recovery; subrogation;
assignment
In any case in which the United States is authorized or required by law to furnish or pay for hospital, medical,
surgical, or dental care and treatment (including prostheses and medical appliances) to a person who is injured
or suffers a disease, after the effective date of this Act, under circumstances creating a tort liability upon some
third person (other than or in addition to the United States and except employers of seamen treated under the
provisions of section 249 of this title) to pay damages therefor, the United States shall have a right to recover
(independent of the rights of the injured or diseased person) from said third person, or that person’s insurer,
the reasonable value of the care and treatment so furnished, to be furnished, paid for, or to be paid for and
shall, as to this right be subrogated to any right or claim that the injured or diseased person, his guardian,
personal representative, estate, dependents, or survivors has against such third person to the extent of the
reasonable value of the care and treatment so furnished, to be furnished, paid for, or to be paid for. The head of
the department or agency of the United States furnishing such care or treatment may also require the injured
or diseased person, his guardian, personal representative, estate, dependents, or survivors, as appropriate, to
assign his claim or cause of action against the third person to the extent of that right or claim.
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