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42 U.S. Code § 2160e

Congressional review and oversight of agreements with Iran

(a) Transmission to Congress of nuclear agreements with Iran and verification
assessment with respect to such agreements

(1) Transmission of agreements
Not later than 5 calendar days after reaching an agreement with Iran relating to the nuclear program of Iran,
the President shall transmit to the appropriate congressional committees and leadership—

(A) the agreement, as defined in subsection (h)(1), including all related materials and annexes;

(B) a verification assessment report of the Secretary of State prepared under paragraph (2) with respect to
the agreement; and

(C) a certification that—

(i) the agreement includes the appropriate terms, conditions, and duration of the agreement’s
requirements with respect to Iran’s nuclear activities and provisions describing any sanctions to be
waived, suspended, or otherwise reduced by the United States, and any other nation or entity, including
the United Nations; and

(ii) the President determines the agreement meets United States non-proliferation objectives, does not
jeopardize the common defense and security, provides an adequate framework to ensure that Iran’s
nuclear activities permitted thereunder will not be inimical to or constitute an unreasonable risk to the
common defense and security, and ensures that Iran’s nuclear activities permitted thereunder will not be
used to further any nuclear-related military or nuclear explosive purpose, including for any research on
or development of any nuclear explosive device or any other nuclear-related military purpose.

(2) Verification assessment report

(A) In general
The Secretary of State shall prepare, with respect to an agreement described in paragraph (1), a report
assessing—

(i) the extent to which the Secretary will be able to verify that Iran is complying with its obligations and
commitments under the agreement;

(ii) the adequacy of the safeguards and other control mechanisms and other assurances contained in the
agreement with respect to Iran’s nuclear program to ensure Iran’s activities permitted thereunder will
not be used to further any nuclear-related military or nuclear explosive purpose, including for any
research on or development of any nuclear explosive device or any other nuclear-related military
purpose; and

(iii) the capacity and capability of the International Atomic Energy Agency to effectively implement the
verification regime required by or related to the agreement, including whether the International Atomic
Energy Agency will have sufficient access to investigate suspicious sites or allegations of covert nuclear-
related activities and whether it has the required funding, manpower, and authority to undertake the
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verification regime required by or related to the agreement.
(B) Assumptions

In preparing a report under subparagraph (A) with respect to an agreement described in paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall assume that Iran could—

(i) use all measures not expressly prohibited by the agreement to conceal activities that violate its
obligations and commitments under the agreement; and

(ii) alter or deviate from standard practices in order to impede efforts to verify that Iran is complying
with those obligations and commitments.

(C) Classified annex

A report under subparagraph (A) shall be transmitted in unclassified form, but shall include a classified
annex prepared in consultation with the Director of National Intelligence, summarizing relevant
classified information.

(3) Exception
(A) In general

Neither the requirements of subparagraphs (B) and (C) of paragraph (1), nor subsections (b) through (g)
of this section, shall apply to an agreement described in subsection (h)(5) or to the EU-Iran Joint
Statement made on April 2, 2015.

(B) Additional requirement

Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), any agreement as defined in subsection (h)(1) and any related
materials, whether concluded before or after May 22, 2015, shall not be subject to the exception in
subparagraph (A).
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