
42 U.S. Code § 1863
National Science Board

(a) Composition; appointment; establishment of policies of the Foundation
The Board shall consist of twenty-four members to be appointed by the President and of the Director ex officio.
In addition to any powers and functions otherwise granted to it by this chapter, the Board shall establish the
policies of the Foundation, within the framework of applicable national policies as set forth by the President
and the Congress.

(b) Executive Committee; delegation of powers and functions
The Board shall have an Executive Committee as provided in section 1865 of this title, and may delegate to it or
to the Director or both such of the powers and functions granted to the Board by this chapter as it deems
appropriate.

(c) Meetings; nominations; quorum; notice
The persons nominated for appointment as members of the Board (1) shall be eminent in the fields of the basic,
medical, or social sciences, engineering, agriculture, education, research management, or public affairs; (2)
shall be selected solely on the basis of established records of distinguished service; and (3) shall be so selected
as to provide representation of the views of scientific and engineering leaders in all areas of the Nation. In
making nominations under this section, the President shall give due regard to equitable representation of
scientists and engineers who are women or who represent minority groups. The President is requested, in the
making of nominations of persons for appointment as members, to give due consideration to any
recommendations for nomination which may be submitted to him by the National Academy of Sciences, the
National Academy of Engineering, the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges, the
Association of American Universities, the Association of American Colleges, the Association of State Colleges
and Universities, or by other scientific, engineering, or educational organizations.
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