
42 U.S. Code § 1862s-8
Innovation Corps

(a) Findings
Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The National Science Foundation Innovation Corps (referred to in this section as the “I-Corps”) was
established to foster a national innovation ecosystem by encouraging institutions, scientists, engineers, and
entrepreneurs to identify and explore the innovation and commercial potential of National Science
Foundation-funded research well beyond the laboratory.

(2) Through I-Corps, the Foundation invests in entrepreneurship and commercialization education,
training, and mentoring that can ultimately lead to the practical deployment of technologies, products,
processes, and services that improve the Nation’s competitiveness, promote economic growth, and benefit
society.

(3) By building networks of entrepreneurs, educators, mentors, institutions, and collaborations, and
supporting specialized education and training, I-Corps is at the leading edge of a strong, lasting foundation
for an American innovation ecosystem.

(4) By translating federally funded research to a commercial stage more quickly and efficiently, programs
like the I-Corps create new jobs and companies, help solve societal problems, and provide taxpayers with a
greater return on their investment in research.
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