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42 U.S. Code §1862s-2

Oversight of NSF major multi-user research facility projects

(a) Facilities oversight
(1) In general

The Director of the Foundation shall strengthen oversight and accountability over the full life-cycle of each
major multi-user research facility project, including planning, development, procurement, construction,
operations, and support, and shut-down of the facility, in order to maximize research investment.

(2) Requirements
In carrying out paragraph (1), the Director shall—

(A) prioritize the scientific outcomes of a major multi-user research facility project and the internal
management and financial oversight of the major multi-user research facility project;

(B) clarify the roles and responsibilities of all organizations, including offices, panels, committees, and
directorates, involved in supporting a major multi-user research facility project, including the role of the
Major Research Equipment and Facilities Construction Panel;

(C) establish policies and procedures for the planning, management, and oversight of a major multi-user
research facility project at each phase of the life-cycle of the major multi-user research facility project;

(D) ensure that policies for estimating and managing costs and schedules are consistent with the best
practices described in the Government Accountability Office Cost Estimating and Assessment Guide, the
Government Accountability Office Schedule Assessment Guide, and the Office of Management and Budget
Uniform Guidance (2 C.F.R. Part 200);

(E) establish the appropriate project management and financial management expertise required for
Foundation staff to oversee each major multi-user research facility project effectively, including by
improving project management training and certification;

(F) coordinate the sharing of the best management practices and lessons learned from each major multi-
user research facility project;

(G) continue to maintain a Large Facilities Office to support the research directorates in the development,
implementation, and oversight of each major multi-user research facility project, including by—

(i) serving as the Foundation’s primary resource for all policy or process issues related to the
development, implementation, and oversight of a major multi-user research facility project;

(ii) serving as a Foundation-wide resource on project management, including providing expert
assistance on nonscientific and nontechnical aspects of project planning, budgeting, implementation,
management, and oversight;

(iii) coordinating and collaborating with research directorates to share best management practices and
lessons learned from prior major multi-user research facility projects; and

(iv) assessing each major multi-user research facility project for cost and schedule risk; and
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(H) appoint a senior agency official whose responsibility is oversight of the development, construction,
and operations of major multi-user research facilities across the Foundation.
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