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42 U.S. Code § 1791

Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act

(a) Short title
This section may be cited as the “Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act”.
(b) Definitions
As used in this section:
(1) Apparently fit grocery product

The term “apparently fit grocery product” means a grocery product that meets all quality and labeling
standards imposed by Federal, State, and local laws and regulations even though the product may not be
readily marketable due to appearance, age, freshness, grade, size, surplus, or other conditions.

(2) Apparently wholesome food

The term “apparently wholesome food” means food that meets all quality and labeling standards imposed
by Federal, State, and local laws and regulations even though the food may not be readily marketable due to
appearance, age, freshness, grade, size, surplus, or other conditions.

(3) Donate

The term “donate” means to give without requiring anything of monetary value from the recipient, except
that the term shall include giving by a nonprofit organization to another nonprofit organization,
notwithstanding that the donor organization has charged a nominal fee to the donee organization, if the
ultimate recipient or user is not required to give anything of monetary value or is charged a good
Samaritan reduced price.

(4) Food

The term “food” means any raw, cooked, processed, or prepared edible substance, ice, beverage, or
ingredient used or intended for use in whole or in part for human consumption.
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