
42 U.S. Code § 912
Office of Rural Health Policy

(a) There shall be established in the Department of Health and Human Services (in this section referred to as the
“Department”) an Office of Rural Health Policy (in this section referred to as the “Office”). The Office shall be
headed by a Director, who shall advise the Secretary on the effects of current policies and proposed statutory,
regulatory, administrative, and budgetary changes in the programs established under subchapters XVIII and XIX
on the financial viability of small rural hospitals, the ability of rural areas (and rural hospitals in particular) to
attract and retain physicians and other health professionals, and access to (and the quality of) health care in
rural areas.
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