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42 U.S. Code § 664

Collection of past-due support from Federal tax refunds

(a) Procedures applicable; distribution

(1) Upon receiving notice from a State agency administering a plan approved under this part that a named
individual owes past-due support which has been assigned to such State pursuant to section 608(a)(3) or
section 671(a)(17) of this title, the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine whether any amounts, as refunds
of Federal taxes paid, are payable to such individual (regardless of whether such individual filed a tax return as
amarried or unmarried individual). If the Secretary of the Treasury finds that any such amount is payable, he
shall withhold from such refunds an amount equal to the past-due support, shall concurrently send notice to
such individual that the withholding has been made (including in or with such notice a notification to any other
person who may have filed a joint return with such individual of the steps which such other person may take in
order to secure his or her proper share of the refund), and shall pay such amount to the State agency (together
with notice of the individual’s home address) for distribution in accordance with section 657 of this title. This
subsection may be executed by the disbursing official of the Department of the Treasury.

(2)
(A) Upon receiving notice from a State agency administering a plan approved under this part that a named
individual owes past-due support which such State has agreed to collect under paragraph (4)(A)(ii) or (32) of
section 654 of this title, and that the State agency has sent notice to such individual in accordance with
paragraph (3)(A), the Secretary of the Treasury shall determine whether any amounts, as refunds of Federal
taxes paid, are payable to such individual (regardless of whether such individual filed a tax return as a
married or unmarried individual). If the Secretary of the Treasury finds that any such amount is payable, he
shall withhold from such refunds an amount equal to such past-due support, and shall concurrently send
notice to such individual that the withholding has been made, including in or with such notice a notification
to any other person who may have filed a joint return with such individual of the steps which such other
person may take in order to secure his or her proper share of the refund. The Secretary of the Treasury shall
pay the amount withheld to the State agency, and the State shall pay to the Secretary of the Treasury any fee
imposed by the Secretary of the Treasury to cover the costs of the withholding and any required notification.
The State agency shall, subject to paragraph (3)(B), distribute such amount to or on behalf of the child to
whom the support was owed in accordance with section 657 of this title. This subsection may be executed by
the Secretary of the Department of the Treasury or his designee.

(B) This paragraph shall apply only with respect to refunds payable under section 6402 of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 after December 31, 1985.
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